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. As a young child the 3-hour 
drive from Seattle to the 

sleepy little town of Mabton 

to visit my grandparents felt 

like it took all day and I was 

somehow transported into 
the past by traveling over the 

Cascades Mountains. Neither 

perception was reality, but 

that was my perception, so it 

was my reality. 

 

In those days Mabton had 

many more dirt roads and 

half as many homes as there 

are today. The many 

business’ which existed 
where Governors Park is 

today had been removed 

many years earlier to make 

way for the new Interstate 

82. The Interstate ended up a 

few miles north of Mabton 

and the result was a slow 

exodus of business and 

people to the communities 

near the Interstate. 

 

This socio-economic trend 
left behind many empty lots 

and buildings in need of 

repair. The majority of the 

more than 50 businesses’ 

that had once fueled 

Mabton’s commerce and 

civic vitality are gone. 

Although thousands of 

people pass through Mabton 

each day, and the Cities 

Mayors NOTEBOOK …. 

 

 

 

  

.  
 

population has consistently 

grown over time, the return 

of a wide variety of business 

has not occurred.  
 

I do not believe that Mabton 

has a socio-economic 

problem. I believe that 

Mabton has a perception 

problem. A common 

observation that I hear from 

many people is that Mabton 

has seen its best of times and 

that commercial, retail, 

health and human services, 
entertainment, recreation, 

arts and culture, and housing 

opportunities are best served 

by our neighboring 

communities meeting these 

needs. The perception exist 

that Mabton is just like every 

other small rural community 

that has fallen victim to the 

socio-economic trends of 

society. As citizens of 

Mabton, we all know that 
Mabton is made up of many 

good people that help their 

neighbors, support our local 

business and volunteer their 

time for community events.  

 

What we are not doing a 

very good job of as a City is 

marketing Mabton’s unique 

qualities and character while 

creating a socio-economic 
niche that draws people to 

Mabton for commerce. 

 

In an effort to accomplish 

the Goals set forth by our 
Priorities in the Mabton 

Business Plan, City Staff are 

working on some physical 

changes throughout the 

community and improving 

the process and methods we 

use to provide City services.  

 
Mayor 

Mario Martinez 
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Bills are Due by the 15th …last day to 
pay is the 24th SHUT off is the 27th 
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“As we all know a lot 

has changed in the 

economy in the last 12 

years.” 

Q: When is my bill due? 

A: Your bill is due on or 

before the 15th of every 

month.  

 

Q: What if I don’t pay it 

by the 15th? 

A: If you pay your bill after 

the 15th of the Month you 

will receive a late fee of 

$10.00.  

 

Questions about your BILL…. 

 

 The City of Mabtons 

Cemetery has new rates. 

It’s always with 

reluctance that we have 

to announce a price 

increase to cover our 

increased cost of 

equipment, supplies, and 

staff.  

We trust that our 

increase, effective 

January 1, will still be 

affordable for our 

Community.  

Cemetery changes in 2014 … 

 

The City would like to remind 

all Business owners and Dog 

owners that your License is 

due the first of the year.  

There are NO changes in the 

fee’s for 2014. They are as 

follows: 

Business License : 

Dog and Business License Due…. 

 

Q: What if the 15th is on 

a weekend? 

A: Ideally, you will need to 

plan ahead. BUT, if you 

put your payment in the 

drop box, and it is in there 

the morning of the next 

business day you will not 

receive the $10.00 late 

fee. 

 

 

 

Q: When will I be shut 

off? 

A: Shut offs are on the 

25th of every month. If the 

25th falls on a weekend 

(such as January) it will be 

the next business day. 

See Calendar to the left. 
The highlighted green 

box indicates your last 

day to pay your bill ON 
TIME, the light red date is 

the last day to pay before 
shut offs , and the red 

box is the shut off Day. 

After a survey of rates 

from other surrounding 

City Cemeteries, we 

found that we were 

considerably lower than 

the average.   

The last time the City of 

Mabton increased the 

Cemetery rates was in 

2002.  As we all know a 

lot has changed in the 

economy in the last 12 

years.  

This increase will help the 

City to continue the 

costly upkeep of the 

grounds, maintain 

equipment, supplies and 

wages of the staff.  

You can review our 

Cemetery Rates on the 

City Website or stop by 

the City Hall. 

$50.00 due by January 

31,2014.  

Dog License: 

$25.00 if your dog is NOT 

spaded or neutered.  

$15.00 if they are 

You also have to provide 

proof of Rabies shots.  

Kennel License: 

$100.00 for 3 or More Dogs 
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HELPFUL TIPS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Crime Prevention Tips 
Tips to Prevent Car 
Prowls/Break-In’s 
 
If your car is prowled (i.e., broken 
into), report the incident to the 

Mabton Police Department, even 
if you decide not to report it to 
your insurance company. The 

Mabton Police Department needs 
your assistance to determine 
what areas are experiencing car 

prowl activities. Tell the police 
dispatcher, “I want to report a car 
prowl”.  You can reach dispatch 

at 509-574-2500 24 hours a day. 
 
If you have the ability to do so, 

store your car in a closed and 
locked garage. 
 

Before leaving your parked car, 
take the following precautions to 
reduce the possibility of having it 

prowled. 
 
Always remove the keys, roll up 

your windows, and lock the car. 
Any valuable items, which can be 
removed, should be taken into 

the house. If valuables must be 
left in the car, keep them out of 
sight. Mount tape decks, CB 

radios, car phone, etc., 
inconspicuously. Whenever 
possible, use mountings that 

allow you to take the equipment 
with you. Be sure to remove 
automatic garage door openers 

from the car, as this could give 
thieves easy access to your 
home. 

 
Consider replacing the door locks 
knobs to the more tapered knobs 

that are more difficult to open 
from the outside. 
 

If your car is stored in a carport or 
parked near your house, leave 
your exterior lights on (front & 

back) throughout the night. 
Consider replacing the light 
fixture closest to your car with a 

motion detector unit. The light will 
be off routinely, but will come on 
if the car is approached. Motion 

detectors are good psychological 
deterrents since the normal 
assumption of a person seeing a 

light come on is that someone 
has seen them. 
 

Consider adding a car alarm 
system, but remember to be 
neighborly and respond to the 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“If you’re coming or going 
after dark, park in a well-
lighted area that will still be 

well lighted when you return. 
Be especially alert when using 
enclosed parking garages. 

Don’t walk into an area if you 
feel uncomfortable.” 

 

alarm promptly should it be set 
off. If the alarm system has a 

motion detector, look for a 
system in which the sensitivity of 
the motion detector can be 

adjusted or even switched off 
when needed. False alarms can 
result in both you and your 

neighbors ignoring the alarm, or 
may tempt you to leave the alarm 
off. 

 
The sound of breaking glass may 
mean a car prowl is occurring. Be 
sure to look in the direction of the 

sound, and observe as much as 
you can when reporting  

 
PERSONAL SAFETY 
TIPS 
 

Three simple rules of safety 
 

1. Stay alert and tuned in 

to your surroundings, 
wherever you are. 
Don’t be taken by 

surprise. Be aware and 
be prepared. 

 

2. Stand tall and walk 
confidently. Don’t show 
fear. Don’t look like a 

victim. 
 

3. Trust your instincts. If 

you feel uncomfortable 
in a place or situation, 
leave right away and 
get help if necessary. 

 
On Foot 
 

Choose busy streets and avoid 
going through vacant lots, alleys 
or other deserted areas. At night, 

walk in well-lighted areas 
whenever possible. 
 

Try not to walk or jog alone. Take 
a friend or neighbor along for 
company. Get to know the 

neighborhood and neighbors 
where you live and work. Find out 
what stores and restaurants are 

open late and where the police 
and fire stations are located. 
Carry your purse close to your 

body and keep a firm grip on it.  
Avoid pickpockets by carrying 
your wallet in an inside coat 

pocket or front pants pocket. 
 
In Your Car 

 
Always lock your car and take the 

keys, even if you’ll be gone only 
for a short time. Keep your car in 

good running condition, and keep 
the tank at least a quarter full; 
lock doors while driving. 

 
If your car breaks down, raise the 
hood and utilize emergency 

reflectors or flares. Stay in the 
locked car. When someone stops 
to help, don’t get out. Ask him or 

her, through a closed or cracked 
window, to call the police to come 
and help. 
 

If you’re coming or going after 
dark, park in a well-lighted area 
that will still be well lighted when 

you return. Be especially alert 
when using enclosed parking 
garages. Don’t walk into an area 

if you feel uncomfortable 
 
When Using an ATM Machine 

 
Try to plan your visits to 
automated teller machines during 

the day, rather than after dark. 
Choose an ATM location that is in 
a busy public place. Avoid 

making withdrawals in isolated 
areas. 
 

If at all possible, take along a 
friend who can watch the 
surroundings while you are 

conducting your transaction. Pre-
plan your transaction carefully, 
and don’t spend too much time at 

the machine. 
 
When you make a withdrawal, 

quickly place the money in your 
purse of wallet and leave as soon 
as you finish your transaction.  

 
Watch out for suspicious looking 
people waiting around an ATM – 

they may not really be customers. 
If someone offers to let you go 
ahead of them, decline politely 

and leave. 
 
When visiting a drive-through 

ATM, keep your doors locked and 
be prepared to drive away 
quickly. If anyone approaches 

your car on foot, roll up your 
window and drive off. If you have 
not finished your transaction and 

you are approached by a 
suspicious subject, press the 
CANCEL button and leave 

quickly. 
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Welcome to your Newsletter Tidbits 

from the Mabton Fire Department.  

With each newsletter from the City 

of Mabton we will discuss a 

different topic that will hopefully 

make your family safer. 

Today we are talking about knowing 

your address or where you are.  In 

years past, cell phones were only 

seen in sci-fi movies or books, but 

today nearly everyone has them 

and has the phone with them all the 

time.  This is great should you have 

an emergency and you are not near 

a home or business telephone to 

call 911, but it can also be very hard 

for the 911 operator or emergency 

dispatchers to know where you are 

so they can send help.  When 

phones were only in your homes or 

businesses they were called 

Landlines and when you called 911 

the address you were calling from 

was displayed for the 911 operator 

or emergency dispatcher.  With cell 

phones you are never in the same 

spot all the time so when you call 

911 the operator cannot tell exactly 

where you are.  They must rely on 

Tidbits from Fire Chief Cussins………. 

 

With the cold weather upon 
us, we have been 
experiencing a big increase 
in water line breaks.  
 
Most of the time this will 
require us to shut down the 
water system entirely for 
repairs.  When the system 
gets charged up again, it 
pushes a lot of the sediment 
that settled to the bottom of 
the pipe to get stirred up, 
which will cause murky 
water.  If you experience this 
coming out of your house 
lines, just leave your faucet 
running for 5-10 minutes and 

News from Public Works………… 

 

“Ever thought of 
becoming a volunteer 
firefighter or at least 
checking out what it is 
all about?  The Mabton 
Fire Department is in 
need of volunteers.” 

“If you experience this 
coming out of your 
house lines, just leave 
your faucet running for 
5-10 minutes and this 
will clear everything 
out.” 

.” 

you knowing where you are and 

being able to relay that information 

to them so they can send the 

correct help.   

Practice with your family, especially 

young children, so that everyone 

knows their address.  That way, 

should the need arise to call 911, 

they will be able to tell the operator 

or emergency dispatcher where 

they are so that help can be quickly 

sent.  When driving around, try to 

remember what roads you have just 

driven past or are coming up on so 

that you can use those as 

landmarks if you see or experience 

an emergency.  When traveling on 

the freeway pay attention to the 

mile markers or exits so that you 

know where you are.  It is very easy 

to cover many miles in a short 

period of time on the freeway and if 

you are not paying attention when 

the emergency arises you may not 

be able to tell anyone where you 

are.  Also pay attention to which 

way you are going, i.e. west toward 

Yakima/Seattle or east toward the 

Tri Cities/Oregon, etc.  As you drive 

your car or ride along as a 

passenger take a moment to look 

around you so that you know where 

you are all the time.  You never 

know when knowing that milepost 

you just passed might just save your 

life. 

Ever thought of becoming a 

volunteer firefighter or at least 

checking out what it is all about?  

The Mabton Fire Department is in 

need of volunteers.  If you would 

like to help your neighbor, have fun 

in the process, and get the good 

feeling that comes with knowing 

what to do in emergencies then we 

would love to have you join us.  We 

will train you for fires and medical 

emergencies and help you develop 

pride in serving your community.  

Contact City Hall at 509-894-4096 

with your name, address, and 

phone number and we will get in 

touch with you to answer any 

questions you may have.  See what 

opportunities you can open as a 

member of the Mabton Fire 

Department. 

 
 

 

  

  

this will clear everything out.  
 
This might also require the 
home owner to clean out all 
filters that you know of.  If the 
problem still persists, it might 
be a good idea to look into 
replacing your galvanized 
pipes with pvc piping.  
 
Also, if you have a leaky 
faucet or toilet, this can 
dramatically increase your 
water bill. If repaired when 
the problem is first noticed, 
this can help you, the 
customer, save tens or even 
hundreds of dollars over the 

course of a year. 
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Grease 
The images illustrate 
normal and abnormal 
conditions caused by 
grease (lard, oil, fats, 
etc.) dumped down 
residential sinks. 
NORMAL 
CONDITIONS 
(Image 1) shows little 
to no foam and 
conditions at the 
wastewater treatment 
plant are operating 
smoothly. 
ABNORMAL 
CONDITIONS 
(Image 2) shows 

Do you dump Grease down the Sink???   WWTF 
gives tips about Grease ……….. 

 

 

Tips & Warnings 

 Save sealable plastic jars or old coffee cans 
for disposing of old grease. 

 Wait until the oil has cooled completely 
before handling it. 

 Never pour oil down the drain. Even small 
amounts will eventually clog the plumbing 

 

 

 

 

  

excessive foam which 
suffocates biological 
growth that is 
beneficial in treating 
wastewater. If an 
abundant amount of 
grease continues to 
enter the wastewater 
facility, it can lead to 
ecological impacts 
and even raise sewer 
costs.  
Grease plugs sewer 
collection systems 
when excessive 
amounts are dumped 
down the sink and 
prevents proper flow 

of residential toilets. 
 

  

 

Image 1 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water/Sewer/Garbage: 
These services are 
provided by the City and 
inquiries can be made by 
contacting City Hall at 
(509) 894-4096. 

 

 Electrical Service 

Provider:Pacific Power is 

the electrical service 

provider for Mabton.  

Contact 888-221-7070, 
Outages/Emergencies877
-508-5088  

Phone Service 
Providers: CenturyLink 

800-244-1111,  

Servicio en Español 800-

 

UTILITIES……… 

 

 

305 Main St 

PO Box 655 

Mabton, WA. 98935 

 

PHONE: 

(509) 894-4096 

 

PD DISPATCH: 

(509) 894-5178 
 

 

Fax: 

(509) 894-4813 

 

 

 
 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.cityofmabton.com 

CITY OF MABTON 
305 Main St 
PO Box 655 

Mabton, WA. 98935 

 

CURRENT BOX HOLDER 

MABTON,WA. 98935 

564-1121 

 

Cable Services 
Providers:Charter 
Communications 855-885-
5591 

Satellite Service 
Providers: Dish Network 

 866-531-0933, DIRECT 
TV 866-379-4987 

Internet Service 
Providers:CenturyLink 

888-793-7849 

Charter Communications 
855-284-8889 HughesNet 
877-810-2302,  

Sprint 877-241-2958 

 

Call Before You Dig:811 

 

 


